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Your donation is tax deductible as permitted by law. The Southeast Texas Food Bank will send  
you a receipt in appreciation for your kindness to individuals and families who rely on us for food.

Your gifts change lives!

IT’S EASY! Give online at setxfoodbank.org

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY                                        STATE ZIP Please make your check payable to:  
Southeast Texas Food Bank

DAN MAHER PRESIDENT/CEO
SOUTHEAST TEXAS FOOD BANK
PO BOX 21012, BEAUMONT, TX 77720-1012

Enclosed is my gift: 
m $22 to help provide 44 meals and care      m $33 to help provide 66 meals and care      m $55 to help provide 110 meals and care    
m $_______ my monthly commitment to reach out to the needy in Southeast Texas
m $_______ to provide as many meals and as much care as possible

Stay connected to the work you support. Visit us at setxfoodbank.org

Georgia, born and raised in Orange, has a small 
cabin 15 miles outside of town that she takes care 
of all on her own. On the surface, it’s a peaceful 
image. But look a little 
deeper, and you’ll see 
this senior’s worries.

Georgia has to survive 
alone on a fixed income. 
As every month wears on, 
her funds get stretched 
even further. That’s when 
the fear creeps in. She doesn’t know if she’ll be 
able to eat and cover all her other bills, too.

When the unexpected happens 

And what if something unexpected happens? 
That was the case recently when both Georgia’s 
water heater and washing machine broke down. 
Those are enormous expenses for anyone, let 
alone someone who scrapes by from month  
to month.

All of Georgia’s income was depleted. “How am  
I going to eat?” she wondered.

The answer, of course, was the Southeast Texas  
Food Bank—and you. With your support, we 
make sure this independent-spirited senior 
receives enough healthy food—vegetables, poultry, 
bread and more—to help her through difficult 
times. “I especially like the cheese and peanut 
butter,” Georgia says. 

Her eyes brim with gratitude as she thanks 
friends like you for everything you’ve done for her. 

You helped Georgia overcome the unexpected

May 2020

MY SUMMER GIFT

Today you met Georgia and Bessie—two Southeast Texas 
neighbors who have friends like you to thank for the food on 
their plates. They came to us in their hour of need, and you 
made it possible to help and comfort them. Thank you!

As we head into summer, we will see more Georgias and 
Bessies. More children who are going hungry without school 
feeding programs to rely on. 
Families that have been displaced 
by devastating storms. Seniors who 
can’t stretch their budgets to cover 
an extra-high utility bill and food.

Our neighbors’ hardships take 
many forms—from a long struggle 
with hunger, to a sudden, urgent 
need—and they are all deeply personal. With your continued 
support, the Southeast Texas Food Bank will be here to help 
them overcome whatever challenges life sends their way. Our 
network of partners will provide fresh and nutritious food and, 
with it, a reminder that the community cares.
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Help feed hungry neighbors this summer

YES, Dan, I want to help feed hungry kids, families and seniors in Southeast Texas this summer. 

40_80617-766

“ I appreciate your 
help and your 
giving hearts.”  
—Georgia

When expenses arise out of the blue, Georgia is so 
thankful to have generous friends like you.

“I appreciate your help and your giving hearts,” 
Georgia smiles. “If I ever get a chance to give 
back, I will.”

You make an immeasurable impact in the 
lives of people like Georgia every time you 
give to our Food Bank. We’re honored to have 
your support.

Every $1 you give 
could help provide 
2 meals for hungry 
children and their 
families.

Your neighborly kindness is the constant that makes everything 
we do possible! Please take a moment to return the enclosed 
reply form along with your hunger-fighting gift today. You can also 
give online at setxfoodbank.org 

When hunger strikes, you make it possible 
for us to strike back!

Hardship takes so many forms in the summer. 
You help your neighbors overcome them all!
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Encouraging words from Dan

Dan Maher, President/CEO

Rachel Crowder is a member of our 
Agency Relations staff. She finds 
happiness every day when she 
comes to work, even though our 
work can often be heartbreaking.

“A lady asked me one time  
if I enjoyed my job,” Rachel 
remembers. “I said, ‘Oh my God,  
I love it!’ And she goes, ‘I can tell 
‘cause you’re always so happy when 
you’re in here, when you’re talking 
to people.’”

Meaningful connections

Rachel truly loves making 
connections with folks. It means the 
world to her to be able to make a 
difference in their lives. She shares 
another story of a woman seeking 
help through our Senior Food Box 

There’s no mincing words: Bessie has been 
challenged by life’s twists and turns.

She’s a single mom living on Social Security. She 
has already suffered two strokes—the second one 
actually happened during Hurricane Harvey— 
and time for meaningful recovery is a luxury she 
doesn’t have. Her son has special needs and she is 
his only caregiver.

Bessie catches your lifeline

During the summer, we usually expect to face two 
significant issues: a surge in child hunger and hurricane 
season. This year, we’re also responding to the COVID-19 
emergency. It’s a challenging time, to say the least.

First, let’s talk about the children. During the school 
year, thousands of kids from lower-income households 
rely on free or reduced-price meal programs. When that 
last bell rings, those programs end. Other after-school 
resources are scarce, too. The only thing that hasn’t 
changed is that these children still need to eat.

That’s where we come in. With your support, we’re 
reaching families with food boxes, continuing our 
backpack program to help feed kids over the weekends, 
and boosting folks’ awareness of other community 
resources. It’s about the community pulling together  
to act as a safety net, and you’re a key part of that!

Next, there’s hurricane season, just around the corner. 
We must be ready to respond when these monster storms 
strike. You’re helping us stockpile safe drinking water and 
ready-to-eat foods for folks to have on hand when the 
power goes out or they’ve been displaced.

And finally, COVID-19. The situation is indeed unique, 
but we anticipate the need we already see in the 
summer will be increased by its effects. More families 
will need larger supplies of food because of the effect 
of quarantines, prolonged absences from jobs, and retail 
food shortages here and elsewhere. We’ll also need funds 
because of the impact that purchasing extra cleaning 
supplies and food has had on our annual budget.

Thank you so much for all you’ve already done—and 
for standing with us again in the challenging days ahead!

With gratitude,

Dan Maher, President/CEO

It’s about the 
community pulling 
together to act as  
a safety net, and 
you’re a key part  
of that!

To learn more about volunteering, visit setxfoodbank.org/get-involved/volunteer

To see how you can help your neighbors 
in 2020, visit us at setxfoodbank.org. 
Thank you for your generosity!

In 2019, you helped

Rachel finds her calling
Program Spotlight

For neighbors like Bessie, your kindness offers a reprieve 
from life’s hardships.

Program for the first time—she  
was very nervous, like a lot of our 
first-time visitors. She didn’t know 
she’d be welcomed with open arms.

This tiny, shivering senior told 
Rachel, “Oh, I’m so grateful for this. 
I’ve been living on crackers and 
water for the past three days, and 
I’m so hungry.”

Rachel remembers the chills that  
ran down her spine at that moment. 

“I’ll never forget that day,” she says. 
It was the day Rachel knew she was 
exactly where she needed to be. 

“Who can say no to feeding people 
who are hungry?” Rachel asks 
simply. Thank you for sharing  
her beautiful spirit of service!

Reach 20,000 people whose lives had 
been turned upside down by Tropical 
Storm Imelda. We participated in several 
emergency food distributions in the most 
heavily affected areas, offering bottled 
water, snacks and encouragement to 
those affected.

Serve more than 8 million meals—
our highest number ever! Friends like 
you make it possible to support our 
partners as they expand their outreach, 
especially when it comes to providing 
fresher foods like produce and proteins.  

Purchase a temporary, supplemental 
warehouse for storing dry goods.  
A big step in preparing for hurricane 
season, this allows us to stockpile even 
more so we can serve even more. It’s also 
a bridge to plans for our own expansion! 

“ Who can say no to 
feeding people who 
are hungry?” —Rachel 

“ Many folks 
need support or 
they just won’t 
make it.” —Bessie 

Photo has been changed to protect the privacy of the clients.

Somehow, Bessie has to pay the bills and then 
feed herself and her child—with only her meager 
monthly check. 

It’s a tragedy that plays out 
in lives across our area: 
folks stretch the little they 
have, but it’s still never 
enough. They need 
support or they just won’t 
make it. Between her own 
precarious health and her son’s challenges, 
Bessie’s situation is especially heartbreaking.

Fortunately, this devoted mom has friends like you 
who are ready and willing to help her through 
these hard times. Your kindness ensures Bessie 
and her son have food on their table every month 
when funds start to run out. 

“Thank you very much for all you’ve done and 
still do for us!” Bessie says. 

Making An Impact
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